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Trading Day 23 Mar 2017 

KEY INDICES Closing % Chg 

FBM KLCI 1,747.00 -0.1

FBM ACE 5,776.55 3.4

FBM Emas 12,381.11 0.1

Volume 

Main Board  3,259.2mil

ACE Board 1,278.2mil 

KLCI FUTURES Closing % Chg 

March 17 1,750.50 0.1

April 17 1,753.50 0.1

 

 WORLD INDICES Closing % Chg

 Dow Jones 20,656.58 -0.0

 Nasdaq 5,817.69 -0.1

 FTSE 7,340.71 0.2

 Nikkei 19,085.31 0.2

 Hang Seng 24,327.70 0.0

 STI 3,126.93 0.3

 KLIBOR    

 1-Mth Interbank 3.18 

 3-Mth Interbank 3.43 
 

ECONOMIC NEWS 
 

US: Jobless claims hit the highest since January 
The number of Americans applying for first-time unemployment benefits rose to the highest level since January. Initial 
jobless claims rose by 15,000 to 258,000 in the week ended March 18, the Labor department said on Thursday — that 
was the highest level since the week ended January 28. Thursday’s figure was higher than economists’ forecasts of 
240,000 and up from the 243,000 registered the previous week. (Financial Times) 
 
US: New-home sales climbed to a seven-month high in February 
Purchases of new homes increased in February to a seven-month high, indicating the effects of the recent rise in 
borrowing costs on the U.S. residential real estate market have been modest. Sales rose 6.1% to a 592,000 annualized 
pace, Commerce Department data showed Thursday. The median forecast in a survey called for a 564,000 rate. 
Warmer winter weather probably played a role in boosting demand as purchases in the Midwest surged by the most 
since October 2012. (Bloomberg) 
 
EU: German consumer sentiment unexpectedly falls heading into April - GfK 
German consumer sentiment unexpectedly fell to its lowest level in five months going into April, a survey showed on 
Thursday, partly due to people's concerns that rising inflation will erode their purchasing power. The consumer 
sentiment indicator, published by the Nuremberg-based GfK institute and based on a survey of around 2,000 Germans, 
fell to 9.8 going into April. Economists polled by Reuters had on average expected the headline figure to remain 
unchanged at 10.0. (Reuters) 
 
EU: French industry morale unexpectedly falls to four-month low 
French industrial morale fell to a four-month low in March, coming in below expectations, data from state statistics body 
INSEE showed on Thursday, in what may be the first sign that uncertainty surrounding the presidential election may be 
weighing on confidence. Morale in the industrial sector fell to 104 points in March from 107 in February. A Reuters poll 
of economists had an average forecast of 107. (Reuters) 
 
Malaysia: Central bank sees challenging year as inflation climbs. Malaysia’s central bank said this year will be 
another challenging one for monetary policy as inflation pressure builds and risks loom over the economy. GDP is 
forecast to expand 4.3% to 4.8% this year, BNM said in its annual report in Kuala Lumpur on Thursday. That compares 
with the government’s earlier forecast of 4% to 5% for 2017, and a growth rate of 4.2% last year. (Bloomberg) 
 
 

CORPORATE NEWS  
 
Mexter: To diversify into healthcare services 
Information technology (IT) services provider Mexter Technology Bhd is eyeing to diversify into healthcare services 
following the emergence of a new substantial shareholder last year. The company, which provides mobile, computing 
and electronic services, said that it planned, for a start, to venture into the mother and child healthcare segment by 
setting up a postpartum care centre in Taman Tun Dr Ismail, Kuala Lumpur, with a capacity of about 33 beds. (StarBiz) 
 

DISCLAIMER: 
This publication is solely for information only. It should not be construed as an offer or solicitation for the subscription, purchase 
or sale of the securities mentioned herein. The publication has been prepared by Phillip Capital Management Sdn Bhd on the 
basis of publicly available information, internally developed data and other sources believed to be reliable. Whilst we have taken 
all reasonable care to ensure that the information contained in this publication is accurate and the opinions are fair and 
reasonable, it does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of this publication. Accordingly, no warranty whatsoever is given 
and no liability whatsoever is accepted for any loss arising whether directly or indirectly as a result of any person or group of 
persons acting on such information and advice. This publication was prepared without regard to your specific investment 
objectives, financial situation or particular needs. Whilst views and advice given are in good faith, you should not regard the 
publication as a substitute for the exercise of your own judgement and should seek other professional advice for your specific 
investment needs or financial situations. 
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